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Some ideas on developing English language teaching materials for engineering 

students 
 
Nowadays, at the time of global changes and advance information technologies 

teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP) for engineering students is a challenging task. 
The ESP practitioner should be flexible and perform several roles, namely, the roles of a 
teacher, collaborator, researcher, and evaluator. In addition, he/she should strive to cater for the 
needs of professional language he/she teaches and be a course and materials designer, 
especially if there are no suitable printed materials. In order to suit the needs, abilities and 
interests of the students in the course, ESP teachers make needs analysis. Also, it is of great 
importance to identify individual intellectual and psychological features of engineering 
students to provide learner-centred approach and subject-subject interaction between the 
teacher and students to contribute to the development of both intellectual and professional 
qualities. 

ESP teachers either adapt commercial textbooks to the specific needs of the students’ 
subject area and to the level of students’ language competences or use tailor-made materials 
developed by themselves or their peers. Even more often they use a combination of those. 

As we know from our experience, while designing tailor-made materials, teachers 
should consider the length of the course, target audience, the principle of developing all 
language skills (in listening, reading, speaking, writing, translation) in their interconnection 
when practicing possible professional situations. 

When developing ESP teaching materials, we especially pay attention to the 
integration of the content of professional and foreign language training. The specific subject 
information can be introduced into the ESP materials in three ways: 1) as advanced, i.e., the 
use of the specialism information which has not been studied by students; 2) synchronously, 
which means the simultaneous work on the foreign text material and teaching the same 
material in a class of the specific subject; 3) retrospectively, i.e., the foreign language material 
is based on the knowledge the students have obtained from the lectures on engineering specific 
subjects. 

The texts in tailor-made materials for engineering students must, in our opinion, meet 
the following requirements: a) it must be authentic, correct (taken from reliable sources, e.g. 
cited journals, textbooks), related to the modern scientific and engineering issues, informative, 
thematically close to the content of specialism, and versatile (i.e., representing different levels 
of difficulty). Including theoretical and general cultural knowledge as well as information on 
self-development is also important. 

The system of exercises to learn the useful vocabulary represents a consequence of 
communicative actions, organised on the basis of professional situations, context and stage-by-
stage formation of skills by introducing non-communicative, conditionally communicative and 
communicative exercises (of both reproductive and productive types). Teaching materials 
should by clearly structured, and the use of charts, tables, intellectual games and tasks that 
require mobilising intellectual resources are essential. To develop intellectual capabilities, 
thinking operations and mental qualities (such as speed, depth, flexibility and independence of 
thought), the content of teaching materials should satisfy the requirements of speed and 
unpredictability when performing tasks. 

It is important that ESP teaching materials give students the right and opportunity to 
choose the type of the activities according to their capabilities and needs and use self-
assessment strategies. The combination of both necessary and supplementary materials with 
optional variants of performance as well as tests with different levels of difficulty can help to 
realise this task. 



To sum up, modern ESP teachers are often faced with the necessity of designing 
tailor-made, subject-specific materials. And, although it is a demanding and time-consuming 
task, the results obtained (especially enhanced students’ motivation for learning and their 
greater level of language skills) will be worth your while. 

 


